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SUBJECT: WESTERNERS VISIT PRISON ISLANDS IN NAM NGUM RESERVOIR 
REF: VIENTIANE A- 19 (31 MARCH 1977) 

1 . A DELEGATION OF WESTERN EXPERTS INCLUDING A REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF UNFDAC AND TWO VISITING ILO REPRESENTA- 
TIVES TRAVELED TO THE NAM NGUM RESERVOIR ' REHABILITATION" 

ISLAND OF DON THAO ON DECEMBER 18. ON THE ISLAND, LAO 
AUTHORITIES TOLD THE EXPERTS THAT THERE WERE 1,500 IN- 
MATES ON THE NAM NGUM ISLANDS COMPRISING 500 FORMER 
DRUG ADDICTS, 500 PROSTITUTES, AND 500 DELINQUENTS. 

THEY ADDED THAT A TOTAL OF 800 PERSONS HAD ALREADY LEFT 
THE ISLANDS. 

2. OFFICIALS SAID THAT 400 OF THE REMAINING POPULATION 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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HAD BEEN "REHABILITATED" AND WERE ANXIOUS TO GO TO A 
WORK SITE HOME RATHER THAN RETURN TO VIENTIANE. OFFI- 
CIALS ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT NO WORK SITE WAS READY TO 
ACCOMMODATE THEM. 

3. THE VISITING EXPERTS SAW THIRTY TO FORTY PERSONS 
SAID TO BE UNDERGOING "REHABILITATION", ALL OF WHOM 
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APPEARED TO BE IN GOOD HEALTH. THE LAO OFFICIALS SAID 
THAT THERE WERE THIRTY-FIVE HMONG TRIBESMEN IN THE IN- 
MATE POPULATION. 

4. COMMENT: THIS VISIT IS THE FIRST TO THE ISLANDS BY 
WESTERNERS OF WHICH WE HAVE HEARD FOR MANY MONTHS. THE 
CENSUS FIGURES PROVIDED ARE OBVIOUSLY APPROXIMATE, BUT 
GENERALLY REFLECT FIGURES PROVIDED TO EMBOFF DURING 
FEBRUARY VISIT (REFTEL). DURING THIS FEBRUARY VISIT, 

LAO AUTHORITIES ALSO CLAIMED A RELEASE FIGURE OF 800 
PERSONS (285 WOMEN AND 515 MEN). WE NOTE, HOWEVER, 

THAT IN FEBRUARY THE OFFICIAL RESIDENT POPULATION WAS 
GIVEN AS 1715, AND THAT ALTHOUGH THE LAO ADMIT TO NO 
RELEASES SINCE THEN, THE POPULATION NOW STANDS AT 
(APPROXIMATELY) 1500. 
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